[Validation of the German short version of the Murray Secretion Rating Scale].
Accumulation of secretions in hypopharynx, aditus vestibule, and trachea is often found in cases of severe dysphagia and is considered a cardinal trait of high clinical and therapeutic importance. For the graduation of the severity level of accumulated secretions, a short version of the 4-point Murray secretion scale is available, which is also integrated into the protocol of the fiberoptic endoscopic evaluation of swallowing (FEES) according to the Langmore standard. This study aimed at the validation of the German translation of this short version in order to facilitate a uniform, standardized evaluation of the accumulation of secretions in dysphagic patients in the German language area. For the examination of reliability and validity, a reference standard was defined by 2 dysphagia experts on the basis of 40 video files of the FEES examination, 10 videos for each of the severity grades. Afterwards, these videos were rated independently by 4 raters and re-rated in a new randomized order 2 weeks later. Both the intra-rater reliability (τ>0,830***) and the inter-rater reliability (Kendalls W>0,890***) were highly significant and can be considered good. The same is valid for the correlation of ratings with the reference standard (τ=0,969***). The German translation of the short version of the 4-point Murray secretion scale is recommendable as a reliable and valid instrument for the graduation of the cardinal trait of oropharyngeal dysphagia and also as an evidence-based instrument for standardized use in the German language area.